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clients.  Providers use these devices to ally themselves with the “modern” factions in 

the constructed battle between “tradition” and “modernity” for Tanzanian development.  

This side is made up of the “winners” in development:  the educated, employed, and 

economically-advantaged.  The women who “need” family planning are placed on the 

other side of development, and only by the help of their benefactors, the service 

providers, will they take on the identity of “modern” women. 

 

Photo 7: A rural Deacon proudly holding his newborn for a family 

photograph with his two wives and children 

 
 

 

However, the Tanzania case also suggests that local identities are shaped by global 

knowledges and agendas:  changes in international donor priorities must take place 

before it is understood at the clinic level that health and choice are the reproductive 

health program’s priorities -- as opposed to emphasizing fertility reduction.  One 

indicator of a commitment to larger issues of reproductive health would be donor 

funding of reproductive health interventions that go beyond the provision of 

contraceptives.  Pregnancy testing, diagnosis and treatment of reproductive infections --
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both sexually-transmitted and otherwise -- counseling and treatment for infertility, 

counseling for victims of domestic and sexual violence, family planning services and 

counseling for men and couples – could provide points of intervention that reach 

beyond family planning.  In contrast, donor interest in Tanzanian reproductive health 

has waned substantially over the past decade, and while family planning was once a 

main provider of status and support for service providers, it is not anymore.   

Perhaps, if local level service providers received more recognition from “above” 

for the important role that they play as transmitters and translators of global knowledge, 

then their needs to procure allegiance, status, and spoils from their “clients” below may 

not be so great.  One important point emphasized by Maternowska (2006) and 

Rutenberg and Watkins (1997) is that women who become Third World family 

planning service providers have worked very hard to acquire their professional status in 

a context of severely limited opportunities.  Therefore, these women should not be 

judged harshly as impediments to “good” quality of care.  Instead, if conflicts between 

“global”/“local,” “traditional”/“modern,” and “efficacy”/“free choice” are 

acknowledged and discussed within the training context, perhaps the providers 

themselves would have suggestions about ways that they can work to overcome these 

dilemmas.   Similarly, we should look at the opportunity structures available to them 

and to the kinds of discourses that create and reinforce locally-held biases.   
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