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This file contains 6111 cases and consists of the members of the NLSY79  cross-sectional sample.   All variables in capital 
letters have been taken directly from NLSY79, although I’ve renamed most to make the names shorter or more descriptive.  
I obtained “custom weights” for the members of this sample from the NLSY79 and merged them with the other data taken 
from the NLSY79 website.  I created one new variable, marstat,  from the original NLSY79 data.  It is based on the 
variables describing the beginning and ending months of the respondents’ marriage(s). 

Variable Variable
Name        Description Codes

ID Case ID Unique numeric identifier

BMTH Month of birth 1=Jan., 2=Feb., … 12=Dec.

BYR Year of birth 4 digit year codes

AGE79 Age in 1979 Numeric ages in years

SAMP NLSY sample no. See NLSY documentation

RACE Race of respondent 1=Hispanic, 2=Black, 3=Non-Black, Non-Hispanic

SEX Sex of respondent 1=Male, 2=Female

M79 1979 marital status 0=Never married, 1=Married, 2=Separated, 3=Divorced,
5=Remarried, 6=Widowed, -1=Refusal,-2=Don't Know,
-5=No interview 

M80 1980 marital status Same codes as M79
.
.
.
M94 1994 marital status Same codes as M79
M96 1996 marital status Same codes as M79
M98 1998 marital status Same codes as M79
.
.
.
M14 2014 marital status Same codes as M79

RNI14 Reason for no 2014 -4=was interviewed in 2014, 65=Deceased, other codes  
 interview   for various other reasons, such as "unable to locate" 

  (See NLSY documentation)

AGE1M Age at 1st marriage Numeric ages in years, -999=Never married, -1=Refusal
  -2=Don't know, -3=Invalid skip

M1MTH Month of 1st See BMTH, -999=Never married, -1=Refusal,
 marriage  -2=Don't know, -3=Invalid skip

M1YR Year of 1st marriage See BYR, -999=Never married, -1=Refusal,
  -2=Don't know, -3=Invalid skip

M1EMTH Month that 1st See M1MTH, Plus -998=1st marriage never ended
  marriage ended

  



M1EYR Year that 1st See M1YR, Plus -998=1st marriage never ended
  marriage ended

M2MTH Month of 2nd See M1MTH, Plus -997=No remarriage
 marriage

M2YR Year of 2nd marriage See M1YR, Plus -997=No remarriage

M2EMTH Month that 2nd See M2MTH, Plus -996=Second marriage never ended
  marriage ended

M2EYR Year that 2nd See M2YR, Plus -996=Second marriage never ended
  marriage ended

M3MTH Month of 3rd See See M2MTH, Plus -995=No remarriage after 2nd
   marriage ended

M3YR Year of 3rd marriage See M2YR, Plus -995=No remarriage after 2nd

  marriage ended

CWGHT Case weight Custom numeric weights from NLSY79

marstat Marital status 0=Never married, 1=In 1st marriage, 
when last 2=1st marriage ended, no remarriage,
interviewed 3=In 2nd marriage,

4=2nd marriage ended, no remarriage
5=Married 3 times, no further information


