
Codebook for Table1Data.xls

This file contains 2712 cases and consists of the ever-married women in the cross-sectional part of the NLSY79.  This file 
contains all of the variables in the OriginalFile.xls (same names, descriptions and codes—see the Codebook for 
OriginalFile.xls) PLUS 10 new variables needed (a) to construct Table 1 in the paper and (b) to carry out the survival 
analysis.

All of the new variables ending in “cm”  are in “century-month” format and are calculated from month and year dates in 
NLSY79 according to the formula CM# = (Year – 1950) * 12 + Month.  For example, a respondent whose first marriage 
was in April of 1985 would have m1cm = (1985 – 1950) * 12 + 4 = 424.

Note that there two century-month variables for the termination of 1st marriages.  One variable, m1ecm, is based only on 
NLSY79 information and therefore contains many missing values due to right censoring and a few “don’t knows”.  The 
second, endcm, imputs right censoring dates and, in a few cases, marriage termination dates from the marital status 
variables (M79 through M14) contained in the NLSY79.  The endcm variable is used in the survival analysis (along with a 
variable indicating if a case has a right censored value for the termination of the 1st marriage or if the marriage ended 
because of the competing risks of widowhood or death).  All respondents who reported in 2014 that they were still married 
to their 1st husbands were assigned endcm = 771, which corresponds to March, 2014.  

New Variables in Table1data.xls

Variable Variable
Name        Description Codes

endcm Century-month when Numeric code for month number
 first marriage ended

endtyp Status of respondent’s 0=Still married to 1st husband, 1=Divorced from
  first marriage  1st husband, 2=Widowed by 1st husband, 3=Died

 while in first marriage

bcmnth Century-month of birth

m1cm Century-month of 1st marriage

m1ecm Century-month of termination
 of 1st marriage

m2cm Century-month of 2nd marriage

m2ecm Century-month of termination
 of 2nd marriage

m3cm Century-month of 3rd marriage

endtyp2 Alternate coding of “status of 0=Coded as still married to 1st husband but did not
 respondent’s 1st marriage” that   respond in 2014 wave of NLSY79, 1=Respondents
 distinguishes between cases   in 2014 wave who reported being still married to
 reporting being married in   1st husband, 2=Divorced from 1st husband, 3=Widowed 
 2014 from those who last   by 1st husband, 4=Died while in 1st marriage 
 reported being still married to
 1st husband but who were not 
 respondents in 2014

sep Variable identifying those 1=Separated from 1st husband, 0=all others
who reported being separated
from their 1st husband when  
last responding to NLSY79


