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How to obtain the data?

This study uses data from Statbel (Directorate-general Statistics – Statistics Belgium) –
Demobel (adaptation of the National Register), Death certificates / Statbel (Direction générale
Statistique - Statistics Belgium) and 2001 Census. Computational resources have been provided
by the supercomputing facilities of the Université catholique de Louvain (CISM/UCL) and the
Consortium des Équipements de Calcul Intensif en Fédération Wallonie Bruxelles (CÉCI)
funded by the Fond de la Recherche Scientifique de Belgique (F.R.S.-FNRS) under convention
2.5020.11 and by the Walloon Region.   Statbel and particularly Patrick Lusyne and Cloë Ost
prepared and made anonymised data available for research, the Centre for Demographic
Research (DEMO) of UCLouvain for allowing to access the data, and the CISM team for
managing the statistical servers.

This dataset was previously used in the Causineq project and was provided by Statbel to
researchers of the Demographic Research Center (DEMO) at UCLouvain, and the access was
granted by Statbel’s DPO committee after submitting an official data request. The CAUSINEQ
project (2015 -2020) aimed to investigate the social inequalities in health and mortality in
Belgium, their evolution in recent years and the role of de-standardised employment
arrangements and family situations. The goal was to obtain information on the structural drivers
of social differences in mortality and health and to generate policy-relevant findings1. The
access to this dataset is still guaranteed until 2025, in the frame of other research
projects. Among them, an historical perspective is foreseen, thanks to an exploration of register
and census data from the 1970s and the 1980s. Other projects centered over inequalities facing
COVID-19 in Belgium, or linking living standards and suicide risk are being conducted and are
the subject of recent publications. Also, the request of the filiation variable, allowing to link
children with their parents, contributes to a series of future research projects. These data were
received in 2015 for the first time. In the meantime, Statbel has further elaborated the
DEMOBEL database. One important implication is that variable names and the structure of the
DEMOBEL database differ in more recent versions. In the future, we plan to release a report
that is adapted to this modified structure.
In the databases for scientific purpose, all person identifiers are coded, encrypted and
anonymised. For accessing the data, researchers have to fill an application that justifies the
necessity and proportionality of the required information for the concrete research project. The
request needs to pass a Privacy Commission (URL), and all researchers working on the data
need to be granted access by Statbel. To obtain such data, a request must be sent to Statstics
Belgium, and followed by a contract between Statbel and your institution. Please contact
statbel@economie.fgov.be for more details.

1 http://www.belspo.be/belspo/brain-be/projects/FinalReports/CAUSINEQ_FinRep.pdf
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The legal framework of the request can be described as such: “The processing of data by Statbel
and also the sharing of these data with third parties is regulated by the law of 4 July 1962 on
public statistics (hereafter referred to as the “law on public statistics”). The starting point of
the law on public statistics is that all data obtained and processed by Statbel for the production
of statistics, is protected by statistical confidentiality. Furthermore, as far as personal data is
concerned, the General Data Protection Regulation (Regulation (EU) No 2016/679 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 - hereafter referred to as “GDPR”)
and the law of 30 July 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing
of personal data (hereafter referred to as the “GDPR Framework Act”) also apply.”

Source : Meersseman, E. Lusyine, P. (n.d.) Microdata for statistical and scientific research. The
possibilities for researchers to obtain individual data held by Statbel.
https://statbel.fgov.be/sites/default/files/files/documents/Over%20Statbel/Microdata_EN.pdf

No individual data can be shared publicly.

Records and variables

A total of 5 997 184 individuals were part of our study population. It represents the whole
population living in Belgium in 2002, aged 25 to 69.  The list of the used variables and some
of their recoding can be found below. Variables presented in the first column here are mostly
recoded variable, and their name does not correspond to the initial variables of the dataset given
by Statbel. Original variables are cited in the “Recoded based on” column.

https://statbel.fgov.be/sites/default/files/files/documents/Over%20Statbel/Microdata_EN.pdf


Name of variable Label Values Label of values Recoded based on

codern Unique individual identifier alphanumerical ID_DEMO_C

suicide Suicide death 0
Survived or died from another cause
than suicide Death certificates (see dofile)

1 Died from suicide

sde02 Suicide death in 2002 0
Survived or died from another cause
than suicide in  2002 Death certificates (see dofile)

1 Died from suicide in 2002

sde0203 Suicide death in 2003 0
Survived or died from another cause
than suicide in 2002 or 2003 Death certificates (see dofile)

1 Died from suicide in 2002 or 2003
age01 Age in years in 2001
StatOcc2001 Housing tenure in 2001 1 Owner Census 2001 (WQ7A)

2 Tenant
99 Unknown

sdeoth02
Suicide, other cause or survival in
2002 0 Survived in 2002 Death certificates (see dofile)

1 Died from suicide in 2002
2 Died from another cause in 2002

sdeoth0203
Suicide, other cause or survival in
2002-2003 0 Survived in 2002-2003 Death certificates (see dofile)

1 Died from suicide in 2002-2003
2 Died from another cause in 2002-2003

sexe2001 Sex 1 Men National register
2 Women

adult2 age is included in 25-69 0 Younger than 25 or older than 69 National Register : recoded from the year of birth
1 Age between 25 and 69

SDB2001
Presence of a bathroom in the
housing 0 Absence Census (WQ14A)

1 Presence in the housing
99 Unknown



Chauff2001
Presence of a central heating in the
housing 0 Absence Census (WQ8)

1 Presence in the housing
99 Unknown

densité2001
Number of rooms per inhabitant
(continuous)

Census (obtained from the division between the
number of rooms and inhabitants in the housing)

typemenage2001
Type of household (collective
households were removed) 1 Married couple with children

National Register : recoded from n3lien (relation
within household), n3tymen (LIPRO household
composition)

2 Married couple without children
3 Cohabiting couple with children
4 Cohabiting couple without children
6 Single person without children
7 Single parent with children
9 Other

couple
Couple status (recoded from
typemenage2001) 0 Single Recoded from typemenage2001

1 Cohabiting
2 Married

Parent
Children living at home (recoded
from typemenage2001) 0 No children living at home Recoded from typemenage2001

1 Children living at home
neciv01 Civil status 10 Single National register

20 Married
30 Widow·er
40 Divorced
99 Unkoown

region2001 Region of residence 1 Flanders
National register (recoded from REFNIS, the
municipality)

2 Wallonia
3 Brussels

region02 Simplified region of residence 1 Flanders



2 Wallonia-Brussels

area2001
Urbanicity level of the residence
municipality 1 Urban National Register (recoded from REFNIS)

2 Suburban
3 Rural

nation2001 Nationality 1 Belgian Census 2001: recoded from nat (country codes)
2 Other European
3 Non-European

éducation2001 Educational attainment 0 Primary or less
Census 2001: recoded from Q9A (complex
educational attainment)

1 Lower secondary
2 Higher secondary
4 Higher education, tertiary

99 Unknown

job2001 Occupational status 0 Unemployed

Census 2001: recoded from Q1 (social status),
Q23d_s (type of contract), Q16a_m
(socioprofessional category)

1 Public sector, permanent contract
2 Private sector, permanent contract
3 Manual worker, permanent contract
4 Public sector, temporary contract
5 Private sector, temporary contract
6 Manual worker, temporary contract
7 Independent, liberal
8 Inactive

99 Unknown, other
Q2 Subjective health 1 Very good Census 2001 (Q2)

2 Good
3 Intermediate
4 Bad
5 Very bad



99 Unknown
agecat2001 5-year age groups 20 20-24 National Register : anaiss (year of birth)

25 25-29
30 30-34
35 35-39
40 40-44
45 45-49
50 50-54
55 55-59
60 60-64
65 65-69

year
National Register gives yearly
information (at each January 1st) 2002 National Register

2003


