
The Household Pulse Survey Public Use Files (HPS PUF) are available for free download at the HPS 

homepage: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey/datasets.html Please 

download the CSV files as the program in the package is created for reading in data in CSV. The data 

dictionary for each week’s data is included in the downloaded zip file. 

The analysis used 49 HPS PUF files (Week 1–49), summing up to 3,771,570 individual records. The 

number of records in each week file is presented in Table 1. 

Table 1. Number of records by week in the HPS PUF files 

 

The analysis used 5 variables for socioeconomic outcomes, 1 variable for race/ethnic groups, 1 variable 

for time period (Table 2). The race and ethnicity variable has 5 values: 1=non-Hispanic White, 2=non-

Hispanic Black, 3=non-Hispanic Asian, 4=non-Hispanic other minorities, and 5=Hispanic. The values for 

the 5 socioeconomic variables are as the following: 0=no; 1=yes. The measurements section in paper 

includes detailed recoding from the HPS variables.  

Table 2. Variables used in the analysis, original variables in the HPS, and the explanation of the variables 

 

 

WEEK Freq. Percent WEEK Freq. Percent WEEK Freq. Percent

1 74,413 1.97 17 88,716 2.35 33 66,262 1.76

2 41,996 1.11 18 58,729 1.56 34 64,562 1.71

3 132,961 3.53 19 71,939 1.91 35 68,799 1.82

4 101,215 2.68 20 72,484 1.92 36 69,114 1.83

5 105,066 2.79 21 69,944 1.85 37 63,536 1.68

6 83,302 2.21 22 68,348 1.81 38 59,833 1.59

7 73,472 1.95 23 80,567 2.14 39 57,064 1.51

8 108,062 2.87 24 77,122 2.04 40 60,826 1.61

9 98,663 2.62 25 77,788 2.06 41 74,995 1.99

10 90,767 2.41 26 78,306 2.08 42 75,482 2

11 91,605 2.43 27 77,104 2.04 43 84,158 2.23

12 86,792 2.3 28 68,913 1.83 44 63,769 1.69

13 109,051 2.89 29 78,467 2.08 45 61,767 1.64

14 110,019 2.92 30 72,897 1.93 46 62,826 1.67

15 99,302 2.63 31 70,854 1.88 47 58,304 1.55

16 95,604 2.53 32 68,067 1.8 48 46,801 1.24

Total 3,771,570 49 50,937 1.35

HPS variables Variables for the analysis Explanation

week week time period

pweight pweight person weights

Rrace, rhispanic race_eth Racial and ethnic groups

wrkloss, wrklossrv loss_job Employment income loss

curfoodsuf food_insuf_cur Food insecurity

mortlmth, rentcur, mortcur hh_mispay Missing house payments

evict, forclose hh_insecure Likelihood of eviction/forclosure

mh_notget mh_care_unmet Unmet needs of mental health services

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey/datasets.html

